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In the Name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit 

Story: Page 

Nov embe r  1 ,  201 2  In  Th e  Yea r  o f  Ou r  Lo rd  

 

 
The first Thanksgiving  was  probably celebrated by the colonists in Plymouth 

in 1621.  In 1620 the Mayflower left Plymouth, England with 102 people  who 

were seeking a new home where they could find prosperity and freely practice 

their faith.  After a treacherous journey, they established the village of Plym-

outh.  Most spent the first winter on board the Mayflower.  They suffered from 

exposure, scurvy, and many contagious diseases.  Nearly half of them died dur-

ing that winter.   

 

The following Spring they 

were surprised by a visit from 

an Abenaki Indian who spoke 

in English.  A few days later 

he came back with a Pawtuck-

et Indian.  As a result of these 

visits, the Indians taught them 

how to fish, grow corn, harvest 

maple for syrup, and avoid 

poisonous plants. 
 

With the help of these Indians, 

the Pilgrims had a bountiful 

harvest during their first year 

in the new country.    To cele-

brate, Governor Bradford or-

ganized a feast that would last 

three days.  Most of the dishes 

served were probably native 

American.  There were no pies 

or cakes because flour and 

sugar were in short supply. 

 

But it was not until 1789, that George Washington made an official proclama-

tion of Thanksgiving.  In the first paragraph of his proclamation,  President 

Washington said, 

  
“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty 
God, to obey His will, to be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to implore His 
protection and favor; and Whereas both Houses of Congress have, by their joint 
committee, requested me to "recommend to the people of the United States a day 
of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful 
hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an 
opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happi-
ness:"  
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Isn’t it great to remember that our founding fathers gave credit to God for all their 

safety and successes?  They also asked for His protection. 

 
But George Washington did not set a specific time for the Thanksgiving celebra-

tion.  In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday in Novem-

ber, as our national day of Thanksgiving.  (This was later changed to the third 

Thursday by President Franklin Roosevelt to lengthen the Christmas shopping sea-

son.)  In the first part of his proclamation, Lincoln said our ancestors were 

prone to forget where their blessings come from, and he noted that more and 

more blessings were being added: 

 
“The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the bless-

ings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so 

constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they come, others have been added, which 

are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually 

insensible to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God.” 

 

Toward the end of his proclamation, he went on to recognize that although God was undoubtedly upset with our an-

cestors for their sins, He was merciful. 

 

“No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the gracious 

gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. 

It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with 

one heart and one voice by the whole American People. I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the 

United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and ob-

serve the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who 

dwelleth in the Heavens. And I recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for 

such singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and 

disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers in 

the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Al-

mighty Hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the Divine pur-

poses to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.” 

Nearly 150 years have passed since Abraham Lincoln wrote those words, but we are still prone to forget that no mor-

tal hand worked out the great things we enjoy today.  We are still prone to forget the source is our Almighty God!  

We still fail to remember that despite our sinful nature, He is still merciful.   

 

Let’s remember President Lincoln’s invitation and observe Thanksgiving 2012 as a day of Thanksgiving and praise to 

our beneficent father who dwells in the Heavens.  As Lincoln said, let’s ask Him for forgiveness of our sins.  If only 

America would do this with one heart and one voice today! 

 

Think of what we have today:       
  

 Family;  

 Freedom; 

 Beautiful scenes of nature — (the trees, lakes, the gulf, the sky, the clouds); 

 Food (for most of us, in abundance);  

 Clothes (already made, no iron); 

 Doctors, nurses, hospitals, medical equipment, and medicines to keep us healthy;  

 Comfortable homes to share with our families; 

 Furniture and appliances to make us comfortable; 

 Cars and highways to get us all around our wonderful country; 

 Planes to quickly fly us all around the world; 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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 Landlines and cell phones to communicate anywhere; 

 Television to inform and amuse us; 

 Computers to make our work easy, communication easy and to entertain us and 

 Defense weaponry to keep us safe from our enemies. 

 

Remember back to the Pilgrim’s first three day celebration.  They were celebrating freedom and a good harvest.  How 

much more has God blessed us with!   

 

THANKSGIVING 2012 REMEMBER HIS MERCY AND BLESSINGS  

AND THANK HIM! 

 

Ron Willis  I have had my share of hurt and pain.  I have hurt to the point of 

death.  I have been broken into so many pieces that it has taken even God many 

years to put me back together.   Even though I would never want anyone to go 

through what I have, I can say that I am a better man for it.  God has always been 

there for me even when I did not feel his touch.  He gave me strength to endure 

all things.  I praise God for always being there through the rough times and good 

times, for calling me into the ministry, for giving me the heart for the hurting and 

for allowing me to serve with some of the most Godly people on this planet.  I 

thank God for all the wonderful people that have teamed up with Love and Com-

passion Ministries to support us and pray for us.  May we always give thanks to 

the Lord! 

 

Please join us as we look carefully at  the many blessings we have re-

ceived.  May we all realize no mortal hand worked out those situa-

tions.  Our blessings were gracious gifts from God.  This Thanksgiving 

solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledge His gifts to you.  

Thank Him and praise Him! 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

Remember  

November 22, 2012 is 

Thanksgiving Day 

May we all  

thank  

God  

for the many blessings  

 that He has given! 

Veteran’s Day, also known as Armistice Day, and 

occasionally called Remembrance Day", is the 

American name for the international holiday which 

commemorates the signing of the Armistice ending 

World War I.  In the United States, the holiday 

honors all veterans of the United States Armed 

Forces, whether or not they have served in a con-

flict; but it especially honors the surviving veterans 

of World War I, World War II, the Korean War, 

and the Vietnam War.  

The American holiday was briefly moved to the 

final Monday in October under the Uniform Mon-

day Holiday Act, but the change was greatly dis-

liked and soundly criticized - among other reasons, because it put Veterans Day out of sync with inter-

national observance; so it was restored to November 11.   

Please take the time to tell a veteran how much you appreciate their sacrifice this Veteran’s Day. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Armed_Forces
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_Monday_Holiday_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_Monday_Holiday_Act
http://www.cc.org/sites/default/files/13/VeteransDay2012.jpg


Vo lume  7 ,  I s s ue  11   Page 4 

TRUST  IN  THE  LORD 

Even the strongest and wisest among us have times when we do not have the answers and can’t see our way forward.  

All we can do is look up and trust God to pull us through, and He always does!  If you are in a tight spot today, don’t 

let go of the hope you have in Jesus.  If you have to, hang on by your teeth, trust in our Lord, and praise Him for all 

He has done and will continue to do in your life.   

Trust in the Lord as Paul writes about his trouble in Asia (II Corinthians 1:8-11) 

8.  For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out 

of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:  9.  But we had the sentence of death in our-

selves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:  10.  Who delivered us from so great a 

death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust that he will yet deliver us;   11.  Ye also helping together by prayer for us, 

that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf.   (KJ) 

Please keep Love And Compassion Ministries in your prays!  Our board of Directors and even our volunteers are 

really having a lot of problems health wise, financially and even with family issues.     My heart aches for all that 

support us and for the ones that we minister to.  In many of these situations there is no hope other than God’s inter-

vention.   

We have so many that need a job, housing and transportation.  Many of these have children yet they are very hard 

working people that just need a chance to show someone what they can do.  Right now we are working with eleven 

people to get them into a drug program rather than doing prison time.  

Many families are thinking of filing for divorce and yet they are trying to keep it all together for the children.  We 

are working with so many others that are getting out of jail or prison and, of course, the many homeless people that 

are in this area. 

We can make a difference in these men, women, and children’s lives if we will become sensitive to their needs.  

Many people will mock us because their hearts have become cold and they are walking after their own lusts.  Please 

pray with me that they will repent and allow God to transform their hearts. 

How can I get your attention! 

Let us not forget how far we have come and how short a time we have! 

Won’t You 

Stand With US! 

It is so important today, more so than ever before,  

to show people that there is hope in the middle of despair through 

Jesus Christ! 

I pray that the Lord will move you to join with us in         

impacting this area and the world for God! 

We have come too far to turn back now! 
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A Carrot, an Egg or a Coffee Bean?  

A young woman went to her mother and told her how hard her life was. She said she wanted to give up; she was 

tired of fighting and struggling. It seemed as one problem was solved, a new one arose.  So, her mother took her 

to the kitchen. She filled three pots with water and placed each on a high fire. Soon the pots came to boil. In the 

first she placed carrots, in the second she placed eggs, and in the last she placed ground coffee beans. She let them 

sit and boil, without saying a word.  In about twenty minutes she turned off the burners. She fished the carrots out 

and placed them in a bowl. She pulled the eggs out and placed them in a bowl. Then she ladled the coffee out and 

placed it in a bowl. 

Turning to her daughter, she asked, “Tell me what you see.”  “Carrots, eggs, and coffee,” she replied.  

Her mother brought her closer and asked her to feel the carrots. She did and noted that they were soft. The mother 

then asked the daughter to take an egg and break it. After pulling off the shell, she observed the hard boiled egg. 

Finally, the mother asked the daughter to sip the coffee. The daughter smiled as she tasted its rich aroma. 

The daughter then asked, “What does it mean, Mother?”  

Her mother explained that each of these objects had faced the same adversity: boiling water.  Each reacted differ-

ently.  The carrot went in strong, hard, and unrelenting. However, after being subjected to the boiling water, it 

softened and became weak.  The egg had been fragile. Its thin outer shell had protected its liquid interior, but after 

sitting through the boiling water, its inside became hardened. The ground coffee beans were unique, however; 

after they had been in the boiling water, they had changed the water. 

Which are you?” she asked her daughter. “When adversity or change knocks on your door, how do you respond?  

“Are you a carrot, an egg or a coffee bean?  “Are you the carrot that seems strong?  Will change and adversity 

cause you to wilt and become soft and lose your strength?  “Are you the egg that starts with a malleable heart, but 

changes with the heat?  Do you have a fluid spirit, but faced with a death, a break-up, financial hardship, or some 

other trial, do you become hardened and stiff? Does your shell look the same, but on the inside are you bitter and 

tough with a stiff spirit and hardened heart? “The coffee bean actually changes the hot water, the very circum-

stance that brings the pain. When the water gets hot, it releases the fragrance and flavor. 

“If you are like the bean, when things are at their worst, you get better and provide strength and happiness for 

those around you. “When the hour is the darkest and trials are their greatest, can you elevate yourself to another 

level?”   

http://www.helpothers.org/story.php
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There was this little girl sitting by herself in the park.  Everyone passed by her and never stopped to see why 

she looked so sad.   Dressed in a worn pink dress, barefoot and dirty, the girl just sat and watched the people 

go by.  She never tried to speak.  She never said a word.  Many people passed by her, but no one would 

stop. 

 

The next day I decided to go back to the park out of curiosity to see if the little girl would still be there. 

Yes, she was there, right in the very spot where she was yesterday, and still with the same sad look in her 

eyes. Today I was to make my own move and walk over to the little girl.  For as we all know, a park full of 

strange people is not a place for young children to play alone.  As I got closer I could see the back of the 

little girl's dress.  It was grotesquely shaped. 

 

I figured that was the reason people just passed by and made no effort to speak to her.  Deformities are a 

low blow to our society, and heaven forbid, if you make a step toward assisting someone who is different.  

As I got closer, the little girl lowered her eyes slightly to avoid my  intent stare.  As I approached her, I 

could see the shape of her back more clearly.  She was grotesquely shaped in a humped over form.  I smiled 

to let her know it was OK; I was there to help, to talk.  I sat down beside her and opened with a simple, 

'Hello.' 

 

The little girl acted shocked, and stammered a “hi,” after a long stare into my eyes.  I smiled, and she shyly 

smiled back.  We talked until darkness fell and the park was completely empty.  I asked the girl why she 

was so sad.  The little girl looked at me with a sad face said, “Because, I'm different…”  I immediately said, 

“That you are!”; and smiled. 

 

The little girl acted even sadder and said, “I know.”  “Little girl,” I said, “you remind of an angel, sweet and 

innocent.”  She looked at me and smiled, then slowly she got to her feet, and said, “Really?”  “Yes, you 

look like a little Guardian Angel sent to watch over all the people walking by.”  She shook her head, “yes,” 

and smiled.  With that, she opened the back of her pink dress and allowed her wings to spread.  Then she 

said, “I am.”  “I’m your Guardian Angel” with a twinkle in her eye. 

 

I was speechless — surely I was seeing things..  She said, “For once you thought of someone other than 

yourself.  My job here is done.”  I got to my feet and said,  “Wait, why did no one stop to help an Angel?” 

She looked at me, smiled, and said, “You’re the only one that could see me,” and then she was gone. 

 

And with that my life changed dramatically.  So, when you think you’re all you have, remember, your angel 

is always watching over you. 

 

Have you seen your Guardian Angel? 

MAKING DONATIONS TO SUPPORT LOVE AND COMPASSION  
MINISTRIES HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER 

 

 You  Can Use PayPal at www.LoveCompassion.com 
You Can Use Your Bank’s Bill Pay,  Or You Can 

Mail Your Donations to:  
Love And Compassion Ministries, Inc. 

P.O. Box 152636 
Cape Coral, Florida  33915 

The Pink Dress 
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Friends and Partners,                    

All of us that have become Christians know the great commission, Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (Matthew 28:19).  Yet how many of 

us obey our Lord’s commandment?   

Have you ever had an opportunity to share your faith, but didn’t?   Mark 8:38 says:  Whosoever therefore shall be 

ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be 

ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.   

Staying silent when the Holy Spirit has given you an opportunity to witness to someone is a sin.  Failure to share the 

gospel is rebellion against God.  John 4:34-35 says:   34. Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of Him that 

sent me, and to finish His work.  35. Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say un-

to you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 

We need laborers!  Matthew 9:38 says:  Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.  

Are we praying for laborers?  Why do we have such a hard time witnessing to people?  Fear of being rejected?  How 

about fear of offending someone or being ridiculed.   

I Peter 3:15-17 says:  15.  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every 

man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:  16.  Having a good conscience; that, 

whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in 

Christ.  17.  For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing. 

How often do we deny Jesus?  When Peter denied knowing Jesus three times just before He went to the cross so do 

we when we do not take advantage of the opportunities God has given us to witness to others.  

Trying to live in the middle, is living a lie.  The truth is, you either follow Christ or you follow satan.  You are either 

God’s child or God’s enemy.  You are either heaven bound or hell bound.  No one is in the middle.  People who have 

chosen to reject Christ are condemned even though our Lord wishes no one to perish.  II Peter 3:9 says:  The Lord is 

not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 

should perish but that all should come to repentance. 

We can become the people our Lord wants us to be if we will have faith in Him who sends us and believe the Bible 

will provide the answers as the Holy Spirit will provide the power. 

Remember, it is the love of God and the love for others that drives us to witness to the lost of this world.  A caring 

person will witness to the broken hearted and those who have only hopelessness.  Jesus is the hope that lives within 

us. 

In the Presence of our Lord,  

 

 

Ron Willis, President    

Love and Compassion Ministries, Inc.   

 

Ron Willis 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.LoveCompassion.com 

If you would like to be a part of our 

exciting prayer team, please send us 

your e-mail address and we will send  

you updates of people who need our 

prayers.   

 

It is a great privilege that we have, as 

sons and daughters of the KING, to be 

able to come into HIS presence with 

our needs, our hurts, and our cares.   

 

We know that we can leave them at 

HIS feet  because HE cares for us and 

will always answer us in our time of 

need. 

 

Prayer requests are very important to 

us!  We always need people who are 

caring and willing to personally pray 

for others’ needs.   

 

As we pray for their physical, moral, 

and spiritual needs, we must under-

stand that because of JESUS 

CHRIST'S love for all of us, we are 

able to do this.  CHRIST is the answer 

to every human's needs.  

 

As members of the BODY of 

CHRIST,  we  have  the privilege and 

responsibility to pray for our Church-

es, our missionaries, public officials, 

other ministries, and each other.    

 

It is so exciting to see prayers being 

answered.  May we always give 

CHRIST the Glory! 

 

PRAYER 

SEND YOUR PRAYER REQUEST TO … 

PrayerRequest@LoveCompassion.com 


